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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-6, 10-17, 22-29 and 34-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Sexauer et al. (US 2003/0194101). 

Regarding claim 1 : Sexauer et al. discloses an audio superpositioning circuit for 
combining a first audio file and a second audio file to form a combined audio signal; and 
playing the combined audio signal through the speaker (23) of a mobile phone [page 1 , 
1J0002, 0016, 0017; page 2, U 0017-0018]. 

Regarding claims 2-5: Sexauer et al. discloses three audio input files, including 
voice, music, and ringer signals, that maybe combined together and output through a 
speaker [U 0002; page 2, 0017-0018]. 

Regarding claim 6: Sexauer et al. discloses the different audio input signals (31, 
32) [page 2, U 0017; Fig. 3]. It is inherent that these signals are stored in memory and 
is retrieved by the selection of the user when the switches (35, 36) are selected. 
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Regarding claims 10-13: Sexauer et al. discloses the audio output for the 
predetermined event is for a mobile phone; therefore, it is inherent that the mobile 
phone is utilizing the audio signals for providing the known alert indications. 

Regarding claim 14: Sexauer et al. discloses the voice input [U 0002; page 2, 
0017]. Thus, it is inherent that a microphone is used to receive the voice input signal. 

Regarding claim 15: Sexauer etal. discloses an audio superpositioning circuit 
for combining a first audio file and a second audio file to form a combined audio signal; 
and playing the combined audio signal through the speaker (23) of a mobile phone 
[page 1, U 0002, 0016, 0017; page 2, U 00 17-00 18] responsive to a predetermined 
event. 

Regarding claim 16: See claims 1 and 10 above: 
Regarding claim 17: See claim 14 above. 
Regarding claims 22 and 23: See claims 2-5 above. 
Regarding claim 24: See claim 1 above. 
Regarding claim 25: See claim 14 above. 
Regarding claims 26-29: See claims 2-5 above. 
Regarding claims 34-37: See claims 10-13 above. 

Regarding claim 38: Sexauer et al. discloses the communication device is a 
mobile phone [page 1, 1J 0016]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-9, 18-21, and 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Sexauer et al. (US 2003/0194101) in view of Curran et al. (US 

6,583,718). Sexauer et al. does not disclose the claimed synchronize playback. Curran 

et al. discloses the alarm device includes the microcontroller (U1) for controlling the 

synchronize operation of the alarm device in a desired sequence (abstract; col. 10, lines 

58-63). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 

in the art to utilize a time control device to synchronize the alert output as taught by 

Curran et al. in a system as disclosed by Sexauer et al. for effectively providing a 

distinct alert sequence of audible signals. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. The prior art of Hijii (US 2003/0027605), Weiner et al. (US 
2003/0019347), Woo et al. (US 2005/0190932) and Graef et al. (US 6,873,705) are 
cited to show a variety of different sound producing devices. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan N. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2967. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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